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now in large part completed, and for which competent organiza- 
tions already exist. 

(3.) The present organizations are abundantly capable of doing 
the work, in the opinion of competent critics in America and 
Europe. 

(4.) The existence of several distinct organizations is a guar- 
antee of better work than where but one exists. The emulation 
which exists between different surveys, and the constant neces- 
sity for preserving each other's respect, secures a high standard of 
work, and prevents the development of a Beaurocracy which is 
foreign to our methods and tastes. 

(5.) The objection raised on account of the duplication of work, 
ceases to exist with the proper division of territory between the 
Surveys. 

(6.) No department of the U. S. Government should be pre- 
cluded from entering on any geological or other scientific work 
germane to its objects. 

(7.) The more numerous the surveys, the more numerous the 
avenues of publication of scientific work, an advantage highly ap- 
preciated by the savants of the country. — E. D. Cope. 
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GENERAL NOTES. 

BOTANY. 

Association of an Inconspicuous Corolla with Proterogyn- 
ous Dichogamy in Insect- fertilized Flowers. — Mr. A.S.Wilson, 
at the last meeting of the British association, read a paper on this sub- 
ject. He said that there is a class of flowers represented by the com- 
mon figwort (Scliropliularia nodosa) which are shown, by their se- 
creting nectar and emitting odors, to be dependant on the visits 
of insects for their fertilization, and not on the wind, and yet do 
not possess a conspicuous colored or marked corolla for the guid- 
ance of insects to the flowers. Moreover, the flowers are in them 
not massed together to gain additional conspicuousness, as in highly 
colored flowers, like heaths, foxgloves, gladiolus, etc. Highly 
colored conspicuous flowers are usually proteranhous, i. e. 
the anthers are matured before the stigma, and as flowers are us- 
ually developed from below upwards, it follows that in any given 
plant the lower flowers will have shed their pollen and have their 



